
On January 27, 2020 the Board of 
Aldermen approved an Ordinance 
calling for an election in the City 
of Sugar Creek on April 7, 2020, for 
the purpose of submitting to the 
qualified voters a proposition for 
the imposition of a half-cent sales 
tax for the operation of the City’s 
Fire Department. The question that 
will be submitted to the qualified 
voters is: 

Shall the City of Sugar Creek 
impose a sales tax of one-half of 
one percent (1/2%) for the pur-
pose of providing revenues for 
the operation of the City of Sugar 
Creek Fire Department and said 
one-half of one percent (1/2%) 
sales tax to terminate on April 
7, 2030, unless extended by the 
qualified voters of the City of 
Sugar Creek?

If passed, the revenue generated 
from the half-cent sales tax would 
go directly to capital improvements 
for the Fire Department only. These 
capital improvements will include 
Fire apparatus, replacing expiring 
SCBA bottles, replace aging and/or 
outdated equipment, staffing and 
expanding training to meet the com-
munities evolving needs. Further, if 

approved, the proposed half-cent 
sales tax will sunset in ten (10) 
years unless the voters approve an 
extension of the sales tax. 

A partial list of the planned 
improvements phased-in over the 
lifetime of the proposed sales tax is:

1. Replace 2001 E-One Pumper 
2: The 2001 E-One Pumper 2 served 
as the Department’s primary appa-
ratus from 2001 through 2015 
(“Pumper 2”). Pumper 2 is now 
used as a reserve pumper. The aver-
age industry lifespan standard for 
fire apparatuses is 20 years. In short, 
Pumper 2 is nearing the end of its 
lifespan and needs replacement. A 
second “Reserve” Pumper serves as 
an essential 2nd truck to attach the 
primary pumper’s water tank to a 
hydrant, move personnel and haul 
extra equipment and hoses used at 
every structure fire or major inci-
dent. In addition, a second Pumper 
allows for adequate emergency 
response while the primary pumper 
is getting repaired or out of service 
for needed scheduled maintenance. 

2. Replace 40 self-contained 
breathing apparatus bottles: A 
self-contained breathing apparatus 
is a device worn by firefighters to 

provide breathable air in danger-
ous atmospheric situations. This 
is an essential item for firefighter 
safety to protect the firefighter as 
well as assist with life-saving search 
and rescue operations. Recently, 
the Department was able to obtain 
self-containing breathing apparatus 
packs through a grant; however, 
the bottles containing breathable air 
only have a shelf life of 15 years. All 
40 breathing apparatus bottles will 
need to be replaced within the next 
7 years. The estimated cost of each 
bottle is roughly $1,000.

3. Bunker Gear: The Sugar Creek 
Fire Department employs 30 trained 
Firefighters on both it’s full-time 
and part-time staff. The station at 
1001 Heroes Way is fully staffed, 
available for calls 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year as is the national 
standard for all professional depart-
ments nationwide. The bunker gear 
is essential to Firefighter safety. 
A set of bunker gear consists of: 
bunker coat, bunker pants, boots, 
helmet, gloves, Nomex hood. 
Every item listed is essential when 
responding to incidents and many 
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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 01/07/2020

• The Council Meeting was called to 
order at 6:00 p.m. The consent agenda 
was passed unanimously.

• In Business from the Floor, Mr. Jeff 
Hazelrigg, President of the Sugar Creek 
Downtown Organization presented $150 to 
the Centennial Committee. Approximately 
$300 was raised at the Chili fundraiser in 
January by the purchase of raffle tickets 
at the Sugar Creek Downtown table. The 
donation represents a continued collabo-
ration and support of the efforts of the 
Centennial Committee to put on events 
commemorating a year of celebration for 
the City of Sugar Creek.

• A proclamation commemorating 
School Choice Week was put before the 
Board. The proclamation affirms the need 
for high-quality education, the role that 
education plays in preparing students to 
become successful adults, the need for 
excellent education options, and the com-
mitment of high-quality teaching profes-
sionals. 

• The only Ordinance for the night was 
an Ordinance repealing Ordinance #4312 
and replacing it with Ordinance #4314. 
The new ordinance asks for a one-half 
cent sales tax to be placed on the April 
ballot. Unlike the repealed ordinance, 
#4314 contains a sunset clause. After ten 
years, the voters will have the opportunity 
to allow the tax to end or vote to allow 
it to continue. This ordinance is specific 
to the Fire Department. The ordinance 
passed unanimously.

• The Mayor distributed a packet of 
information. He pointed out 6 meetings 
that occurred in the last two weeks. 

1/20, 9:30 a.m.: Meeting with Ms. Karen 
Rouse from MDNR seeking assistance with 
the flooding at 24 and Northern. She took 
down all the information and promised to 
get back with us.

1/20, 11:00 a.m.: Meeting with Mr. 
Paul Licausi and Mr. Phil Scaglia to dis-
cuss above-ground development at the 
Northwest corner of 291 and Kentucky.

1/20, 2:00 p.m.: Meeting with lawyers 
from CMDG and Lauber Municipal to dis-
cuss continuing issues and developments 
at Northern and 24 Highway.

1/20, 5:30 p.m.: Meeting at City Hall 
with CDC and Mr. Pierre Heidrich, Real 
Estate Broker from Chartwell Realty to dis-
cuss a contract with Mr. Heidrich to sell the 
CDC properties in Sugar Creek.

1/21, 2:00 p.m.: Meeting at Blendwell 
with Mr. Richard Chong, US Army Corps 
of Engineers to discuss ongoing issues and 
concerns with 24 Highway and Northern.

1/22, 10:00 a.m.: Video/phone confer-
ence with Digital Division to discuss 
rebuilding the Sugar Creek website. 
Options and prices to come later.

• Alderman Ray complimented Mr. 
Layton on how nice the Mike Onka rest-
rooms looked. The Alderman asked for 
a progress report on 917 N. Sterling. Mr. 
Loving stated that a Public Hearing was 
held at 10a.m. on January 22 at City Hall. 
Mr. Loving was the only person present-
ing evidence at the Hearing. The hearing 
judge has 30 days to write a report stating 
that the structure is a dangerous build-
ing. Alderman Ray asked for information 
from Mr. Sparks concerning Parks and 
Rec. Mr. Sparks stated he was working 
on a year-long calendar of events that he 
hopes to complete soon. As a member of 
the Knights of Columbus, the Alderman 
wanted it on record that the Knights 
donated $500 to the Centennial Committee 
to help defray costs of planning and 
holding Centennial events. The Council 
acknowledged the donation and thanked 
the Knights.

• Alderman Sagehorn complimented the 
preparation, presentation and the profes-
sionalism of the MML Westgate dinner 
held at Mike Onka Thursday night January 
23. Mrs. Shirley Weaver gave the invoca-
tion and received a plaque recognizing her 
23 years of service as Mrs. Santa Claus. 
The display case was filled with 100 years 
of photos and memorabilia. All in all, 
it was a great night and a very positive 
reflection on Sugar Creek.

• Alderman Mikulich asked Mr. Layton 
if the water issue at 11424 Scarritt was 
fixed. Mr. Layton stated that it had been 
determined that there was not a water 
leak and that the meter was functioning as 
it should. The Alderman also thanked Mr. 
Layton for the list of land fill permits for 
2019. Something needs to be done with 
acoustics at Mike Onka. The Alderman 
agreed to allowing Mr. Casey to contact 
the company and get an estimate. The 
Alderman also wanted to know where we 
stood on the Rental Inspection agreement. 
Chief Richardson and Mr. Loving stated 
that there were a couple of fine points to 
tweak.

• Alderman Steffen asked Mr. Layton to 

start planning for raises for Public Works 
now by producing a list of tasks that are 
required on a daily, weekly, monthly 
basis, who should be capable of accom-
plishing those tasks and what level of pay 
should be commensurate with those skills 
and abilities. Alderman Steffen reminded 
the Alderman that Vance and Associates 
were still interested in moving part of their 
business to the BP reuse property. The 
Alderman wanted to know where we were 
with the BP representatives. The Mayor 
said that the next meeting should be in 
February or March but could be moved up 
with as much information from the Vance 
& Associates as possible.

• City Administrator Casey informed 
the Board that the cooperative agreement 
with Independence is now operational 
due in large part to the efforts and coop-
eration with Mr. Dan Montgomery of the 
Independence Water Department. Letters 
will soon be going out to Sugar Creek resi-
dents who are INDEPENDENCE WATER 
CUSTOMERS and who are delinquent on 
sewer. The letters will ask the customer to 
come to City Hall and pay their delinquent 
bill or make arrangements to pay their 
delinquent sewer bill. Failure to appear at 
City Hall will result in Independence turn-
ing off the water. Without water, the cus-
tomer must vacate the house until the bill 
is paid. Once the bill is paid or arrange-
ments have been made, Independence will 
turn water back on for a reconnect fee of 
$125.

• City Clerk Dickerson complimented 
Mr. Casey in his efforts to reclaim delin-
quent monies due to the City. The City 
Clerk is working on the annual Benefits 
Fair.

• Chief Soule confirmed a ring of break-
ins perpetrated by a single adult and a 
gang of adolescents. This ring operated 
out of Platte City but has also hit Sugar 
Creek and Independence. Several adoles-
cents were finally apprehended due to 
citizens installing and then reporting video 
recorded from their doorbell RING devic-
es. The Chief discussed how the hiring of 
new employees has become difficult. The 
City is lucky to get 2 or 3 applicants when 
a position is advertised. Consequently, 
our ordinances may have to be updated 
to reflect the nature of the labor market. 
Chief Soule asked for a motion from the 

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4



NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
Public Works

LARGE ITEM PICKUP– Please contact Republic for bulky item 
pickup; 816-254-1470. All refuse and recycling for pick up must be 
placed in the proper pick up area (curbside) by 7:00 a.m. on Fridays. 
All trash must be inside the container. Handles should be placed 
toward your house.

SHARE TREASURED MEMORIES– Sugar Creek is selling memo-
rial bricks. These bricks can be purchased to memorialize a family 
member, close friend, or family pet. The brick will be displayed for 
the community to view in Wells Park at Sterling Ave and Gill St. The 
order form can be found at City Hall or Public Works. A 4” x 8” brick 
is $75.00. Questions? Please contact Sue Mikula at 252-4413 ext. 1302.

SUMMER JOBS AVAILABLE– The City of Sugar Creek Public 
Works Department is accepting applications for the position of part-
time laborer. Applicants must be at least 16 years of age. The position 
is for a period of approximately 13 weeks. Applications are accepted 
at Sugar Creek City Hall between 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Applications 
will be accepted until April 24. 

SMOKIN’ IN THE CREEK– The 13th annual Smokin’ In the 
Creek BBQ cook-off will be held April 24 at the Mika Onka Memorial 
Building. Friday night’s events include a free concert. Watch for more 
information on the times for the concert. 

Food trucks will be available to purchase food by the public. Food 
sales will begin at 4:00 p.m. Vendors include A Little BBQ Joint, Hot 
Shot Kettle Korn, and more.

Shuttle services will begin at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 24.
Be sure to follow “Smokin In the Creek BBQ Contest 2020” on 

Facebook.

Parks & Recreation
COMMUNITY POTLUCK– Tuesday, March 10, at Mike Onka Hall, 

11520 Putnam. Lunch will be ham and beans; please bring a side dish 
if possible. Otherwise a $5.00 donation would be greatly appreciated. 
Lunch will begin at 12:00 p.m.

CLUB WALK– Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 
Held at Sugar Creek Gym for those who want to stay in shape and 
keep exercising even during inclement weather.

ZUMBA CLASS– Monday and Wednesday, 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., 
at the Sugar Creek Gym. Cost: $5.00 per class. Please wear comfort-
able shoes and don’t forget to bring water. Certified licensed instructor 
Krystal Thompson, krystalthompson300@msn.com.

BOB ROSS OIL PAINTING CLASS– Next class will be March 21. 
$35.00 per person; 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Police and Fire 
Building, 1001 Heroes Way. All supplies are included. Take home a 
beautiful oil painting at the end of the class. Taught by Certified Bob 
Ross instructor Jean Libby. Class size is limited to 12. Register early. 
Contact Jean to register, jeanlibby@sbcglobal.net.

–– Jack Sparks, Parks and Recreation Supervisor
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of these items have an expiration date which 
renders the item unusable for safety concerns. 
Bunker gear has an industry standard lifespan 
of approximately 10 years. Boots have an expi-
ration date of 2 years, Nomex hood every year, 
and gloves are as needed. The cost to outfit a 
single firefighter averages $2,500.

4.  Evolve, Expand Department Training: 
Currently the Sugar Creek Fire Department 
has a limited training budget that is dependent 
upon free training opportunities and creative 
use of limited materials. While there is a gen-

erous amount of free online training available, 
these are limited when it comes to essential 
hands on training. If approved, a portion of 
this sales tax would be used to enhance train-
ing efforts and support ongoing professional 
development. Further, a new training program 
will be developed, with the use of training 
props, as well as offering both online and 
classroom training. Some of these will involve 
but are not limited to: Swift water rescue, 
Forceable Entry, Driver training (boat and fire 
apparatus), Fireground tactics and operations, 
Hazmat tech and officer training.

5. Staffing of fire department: The 
Department operates a staffed pumper 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. This pumper is 
staffed primarily with two trained Firefighter/
EMTs. These firefighters respond to all calls 
for service, many of these calls for service are 
handled by the two duty firefighters. Other 

off duty firefighters are used only on an “on 
call” bases when the emergency warrants. The 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
recommends each operating pumper nation-
wide be staffed with four personal. NPFA also 
recommends a minimum of 14 trained mem-
bers respond to a single-family dwelling when 
a fire is reported. Currently, the Department 
does not meet these recommendations. If 
approved, this sales tax would help the depart-
ment address staffing issues.

This informational article was prepared by 
and paid for by the City of Sugar Creek Fire 
Department. The Fire Department would be 
happy to answer any questions or concerns 
regarding the ballot referendum. Citizens are 
welcome to call 816-521-7923 ext. 3 or visit the 
Firehouse at 1001 Heroes Way. 

–– Lieutenant Brandon Smith,
Sugar Creek Fire Department

ELECTION TO BE HELD 
FOR SALES TAX  
Q continued from page 1

ROOTS RUN DEEP IN SUGAR CREEK
Sunday, March 22  •  1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  •  Mike Onka Memorial Building
In planning events to celebrate Sugar Creek’s 100 year anniversary of 

incorporation, the Centennial Committee wanted to give the community an 
opportunity to gather together, learn more about the City’s rich history and 
just “remember when.” 

A number of historical photos, articles and memorabilia are already 
planned to be on display but we are sure there are a number of Sugar Creek 
Treasures out there that you may have collected or had passed down to you. 
Please become a part of this event by bringing any historical items regarding 
Sugar Creek over the past 100 years to share with those who attend.

Tables will be available to display your items. If you have a large collec-
tion that would fill an entire table it would be helpful to let us know so we 
will make sure we have enough tables ready. Please contact Debbie Ray at 
816-461-4877 if you want to reserve a table. Set-up time for tables will begin 
at 11:00 a.m.

This is also a great opportunity for residents to learn about the City’s early 
years. Refreshments will be provided.



Board to make a lateral move for one of his officers. The Chief asked 
for approval to move Detective Butkovich from Detective to Sargent. 
This is a lateral move therefore a new position is not being created. A 
motion was made and seconded and the move was approved unani-
mously. The Chief wanted to remind everyone to NOT go outside and 
shoot a weapon into the air after the Chiefs win the Super Bowl. 

• Mrs. McGhee asked the Alderman for discussion on a receivable 
that has been on the books for years. The receivable is in the amount 
of $50,000 and is owed by the CDC for the completion of the alley 
paralleling Burton and running behind the houses built on the CDC 
Burton lots. It does not appear that the CDC will ever have the funds 
to repay the loan. Therefore, the Aldermen voted 3-0 to allow the 
Finance Director to write off the loan. Alderman Mikulich removed 
himself from the room, discussion and vote as he held a prominent 
position on the Board of the CDC at one time.

• Chief Richardson informed the Board that Pumper 1 will be out 
of commission for the foreseeable future. The Pumper was on a call 
with lights and sirens working as it entered the intersection of 24 and 
Sterling. A single car ran into the side of the Pumper. No one was 
hurt in the accident. The driver was insured and a claim has been 
made to his insurance company. The company that built this Pumper 
is located in Breeda, Iowa. A team is on its way to Sugar Creek to 
assess the damage and will perform the repairs in Iowa. 

• Mr. Sparks confirmed that plans for the T-Ball program are under-
way and that sign-ups for T-Ball will be held on March 11 and March 
14 at the gymnasium. Mr. Sparks has been collecting pricing for a 
splash park at a proposed site next to the tennis courts at Kaw Field. 
He will be attending the Missouri Parks and Recreation Conference in 
February. Mr. Sparks has also been approached by an AAU Basketball 
team that would like to rent the Gymnasium on a year-round basis

• Seeing no further business, a motion was made and seconded 
and the Council voted unanimously to adjourn. The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
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FROM MAYOR MIKE LARSON’S DESK 
Q continued from page 2

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in

Sugar Creek’s 11th Annual 
St. Patrick’s Day parade will begin at
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 14th. The parade
will line up in the Heritage Center Parking lot beginning
at 9:30 a.m. The parade began in 2009 with Grand Marshalls Earl
Casey and Jack O’Renick walking 20 steps across Sterling Avenue. Since then, 
the parade has grown every year and the parade route had to be lengthened to 2 full
blocks to allow the parade to turn around. Everyone is invited to join in the fun family event and
after the parade for snacks and Irish cheer at Kross’s – just wear your green!

 Sugar 
 Creek
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Burgin Will Be Missed

Cynthia Ann Burgin, 61, of Sugar Creek, Missouri passed 
away January 1, 2020 at Centerpoint Hospital, Independence, 
Missouri. 

A memorial service was held February 8, 2020 at The Church 
at Three Trails. 

Life of Schneller Remembered
Francis J. “Buzz” Schneller, 78, Sugar Creek, MO passed 

away January 16, 2020.
Buzz was born January 28, 1941 in Kansas City, MO. He 

graduated from Ft. Osage High School in the Class of 1960 
before entering U.S. Trade School and earning certification as 
a mechanic. He was a U.S. Army veteran and in the Army 
Reserves. He was a Senior wheel and track mechanic and Motor 
Sergeant. He was a member of St. Ann’s Parish. He worked 
at Yellow Freight and several heavy equipment garages. He 
later worked for Highway Departments in Missouri, Nebraska 
and Wyoming. Buzz was a caregiver to everyone, especially 
his mother and aunt. He enjoyed working in the country. He 
enjoyed telling jokes and liked to hang out at Little Richard’s 
for coffee.

Buzz was preceded in death by his parents Pete and Mary 
Schneller and his twin brother Robert Schneller. 

He is survived by his brother Pete Schneller and wife 
Caroline, Liberty, MO; sister Mary Wilson, Kansas City, MO and 
many other family members.

Phillips Will Be Missed
Beverly Ann Phillips, 84, Sugar Creek, MO passed away 

January 30, 2020. 
Beverly was born on September 22, 1935, in Pleasant Hill, 

MO, to Alfred and Nellie (Paul) Czeschin. She graduated from 
Pleasant Hill High School in the class of 1953, and married 
Kenneth “Topper” Phillips that same year. She worked for 
Montgomery Ward and later for Kmart, from which she retired. 
After one year of retirement, she went back to work, this time 
for Hobby Lobby. Beverly enjoyed taking care of her family and 
flower gardening. She and Topper loved to take his Harley on 
trips to Eureka Springs, Branson, or Colorado when they were 
able.

Beverly was preceded in death by her husband, Kenneth 
“Topper” Phillips; daughters Kimberly Phillips and Sheri 
Johnson; grandson, Brian Thomas; and five siblings. 

She is survived by her daughter Christy Owens, Peculiar, MO; 
grandchildren Matthew Phillips, Sugar Creek, MO; Joy Dawn 
Thomas, Peculiar, MO; David Dustin Nash, Prairie Village, KS; 
great-grandchildren Makaylah, Kadence, Tristan, Trenity, Aidan 
and Tanner; and one great-great-granddaughter, Weslynn Tyler.

Life of McConnell Remembered
Eunice G. McConnell, 94, of Sugar Creek, MO passed away 

February 9, 2020.
Visitation and funeral services were held February 15, 2020 at 

Carson-Speaks Chapel.
Eunice was laid to rest next to her loving husband in Mound 

Grove Cemetery.
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� open tech time
Every Saturday from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Do you have questions about computers? 
Did you recently get a new device and don’t 

know where to start? We can help! Join us for Open Tech 
Time, where staff will assist you with setting up an email account, 
searching the internet, navigating popular websites, downloading 
apps on a smartphone and much more. No registration is required.

� after lunch book group
The After Lunch Book Group meets every second Thursday of the 
month from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. to discuss a variety of books. 
Come join us. It is free and open to the public. Ask at the service 
desk for this months book title. No registration is required.

LIBRARY HOURS:
Monday - Thursday ........... 12 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday ........... 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday ................................................... Closed
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